18                                PART I. Introduction
administration of the estates of deceased persons. The courts are the
Queen's Courts, but the Queen does not exercise justice in person.
The final court of appeal in the United Kingdom is the House of
Lords. The principal court of first instance with general civil juris-
diction is the High Court of Justice, from which an appeal lies to the
Court of Appeal and thence by leave to the House of Lords* From
the criminal courts of Assixes and Quarter Sessions, where all serious
cases are tried on indictment by judge and jury, an appeal lies to the
Court of Criminal Appeal and thence on important points of law
only to the House of Lords,"1 The vast majority in number of criminal
cases are tried by summary adjudication in the magistrates" courts.
Judges of the Superior Courts are independent of the Executive,
They are appointed by the Crown, but they hold office during good
behaviour, being removable by an address from both Houses of
Parliament; While, however* the independence of the higher Judiciary
is strictly preserved, many justiciable issues are referred to adminis-
trative courts; the composition, procedure and degree of independ-
ence of such courts have often been criticised, but they have become
an established part of the machinery of justice and in general they
operate subject to the supervision of the High Court which can
restrain excesses or abuses of jurisdiction, unless such supervision is
expressly excluded by statute.
1 14'or organisation of the Courts* see Part V,, ('hup* I; iii County Oumlcr
Sessions a bench of justices presided over by u chairman with legal qualification
takes the pluec of the single judge,